Name/Nombre________________________________________________
Last/Apellido

First/Nombre

Address/Domicilio_____________________________________________
City/Ciudad___________________ State/Estado_______ Zip/CP________
Phone/Tel_________________ Parish/Parroquia_____________________
Email address:________________________________________________
(PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY)

Gift Certificate Code:
Registration Fees:

Mark only the conference choices you will attend to calculate your fee. Make checks payable
and send to: Diocese of Reno – Annual Conference 290 S. Arlington Ave. Reno, NV 89501
All registrations received after
Friday, Dec. 13, 2019 will be assessed a $10.00 late fee.
Late fee applies to onsite registrations as well.

Cost

Totals

Theology on Tap (ages 18-39)

$20.00

Friday Workshops Session 1-2

$23.00

Saturday Workshops Session 3-5 (no lunch)

$33.00

Saturday Workshops Session 3-5 ( with lunch)

$50.00

Rise Up Young Church (grades 6-12)

$20.00

Early – Bird Raffle!
Registrations in before
November 18, 2019!
The prize is a $100
Visa Gift Card!

Total Registration

Register online at www.reno-diocesan-conference.org
Friday January 3, 2020
Workshop

Session 1 Session 2

Saturday January 4, 2020
Workshop

First Choice

First Choice

Second Choice

Second Choice

Session 3 Session 4

Session 5

By registering I/we hereby have the authorization to assign and grant to the Diocese of
Reno, hereinafter “Diocese” and/or any agents or employees there of to, the right and
permission to use and publish the photographs/film/video tapes/digital or electronic
representations hereinafter known as “images” and any sound or audio recordings made
of this registrant.

Schedule of Events
Tickets will be mailed in December to those registered before the deadline.
All other tickets will be available at will call onsite at the Nugget.
Lunch on Saturday must be ordered before 12-16-19.
Concert and Keynotes are free and open to all.

Friday, January 3, 2020:
8:00 - 11:30 am…………Catholic School Teacher In-Service
11:00 am………………...Onsite Registration
11:30 am………………...Exhibits Open
……...Lunch on your own.……….
1:00 - 2:00 pm .…………Session 1
2:15 - 3:15 pm…………..Session 2
5:45 pm ………………….Welcome/Concert
7:15 pm…………………..Keynote Nugget Ballroom 1
7:15 pm…………………..Spanish Keynote Cascade 3
Saturday, January 4, 2020:
8:00 am ………………….Onsite Registration & Exhibits Open
9:00 am ………………….Morning Praise & Celebration
10:00 am - 11:15 am …..Session 3
11:30 am - 12:45 pm …..Luncheon
1:00 - 2:15 pm ……..…...Session 4
2:15 - 3:00 pm ………….Visit Exhibits & Cookie Break
3:00 - 4:15 pm……...…...Session 5
4:30 pm ………………….Liturgy
(Family & Friends are welcome to join us for closing liturgy with Bishop Calvo.
6:00 - 9:00 pm…………..Rise Up Young Church (grades 6-12)
7:00 - 9:00 pm…………..Theology on Tap (ages 18-39)
Catechist re-certification credits

D

Doctrine

MT

Methodology

M

Morality

S/L

Sacraments & Liturgy

P/S

Prayer & Spirituality

SS

Sacred Scripture

Father Dan Horan, OFM is a Franciscan friar of Holy Name Province

NY, assistant professor of systematic theology at the Catholic Theological
Union in Chicago, and the author of several books including the award-winning
The Franciscan Heart of Thomas Merton: A New Look at the Spiritual Influence
on his Life, Thought, and Writing (2014). His books include, God Is Not Fair
and other Reasons for Gratitude (2016) and All God’s Creatures: A Theology
of Creation (2018). He is the author of more than 120 popular and scholarly
articles; is a frequent lecturer and retreat director around the United States, Canada, and
Europe; and has previously taught at Siena College, St. Bonaventure University, and in the
School of Theology and Ministry of Boston College.

Hosffman Ospino, PhD es profesor de teología y educación religiosa en la

Escuela de Teología y Ministerio de Boston College. Allí también dirige los
programas de postgrado en ministerio hispano. Ha dirigido varios estudios
nacionales sobre parroquias y colegios católicos. Actualmente avanza un estudio
nacional sobre vocaciones hispanas. Ha escrito y editado 13 libros y docenas de
ensayos, académicos y generales. Uno de sus libros bilingües más recientes es Our
Catholic Children: Ministry with Hispanic Youth and Young Adults / Nuestros jóvenes católicos:
Pastoral Juvenil Hispana en los Estados Unidos (OSV, 2018).

In less than 15 years, Curtis Stephan has leapfrogged from promising young
songwriter to one of the most productive forces in liturgical music today. A lifelong
musician, he received his bachelor’s in music and his master’s in jazz studies from
the University of North Texas. He is a parish music director, composer, concert
and recording artist and workshop clinician.

Jonathan Lewis is the assistant secretary for pastoral ministry and social concerns

for the Archdiocese of Washington. He recently served as an auditor at the 2018 Synod
on Young People, the Faith, and Vocational Discernment. He is an alumnus of The
Catholic University of America in Washington, DC and holds a Masters in Theology
from the University of Notre Dame through the ECHO: Faith Formation Leadership Program.
Jonathan is originally from the Kansas City area and has served in parish catechetical ministry
for 11 years in the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas, Diocese of Wilmington, Archdiocese
of San Francisco, and Archdiocese of Washington. He has spoken at various national and
regional conferences including the USCCB Convocation of Catholic Leader’s, Dallas Ministry
Conference, Mid Atlantic Congress, California Catholic Ministry Conference, Camden
Convocation of Catholic Leaders.

Dr. Gretchen Marsh, graduated from Western University of Health Sciences in 1987

in Pomona, California, and is board certified in Family Medicine by the American
Osteopathic Board of Family Physicians. She is also a member of the American
Osteopathic College of Family Physicians, American Osteopathic Association, & Int’l
Institute of Restorative Reproductive Medicine among others. She has been teaching the
Creighton model Fertility Care System (CrMS) and Napro Technology since 2001. After many
years of practicing family medicine and NaproTechnology in Yuba City, California, Dr. Marsh
and her family moved to Reno in 2018. She took the opportunity to open a part-time practice for
just NaproTechnology consulting at the office Fertility Care Center of Reno, and loves to teach,
write and speak about it. She has given presentations at catechetical conferences in
Sacramento, and to priests for their education days.

Berta Sabrio is the Vice President of Programming and Planning for the National

Association of Pastoral Musicians. Prior to this position she served for 21 years as the
Pastoral Associate for Worship and Adult Faith at St. Francis of Assisi in the
Archdiocese of Baltimore. In her capacity with NPM she is a certified cantor trainer and
serves as both clinician and educator. She is a graduate of Loyola University in New Orleans,
Louisiana where she studied voice with baritone Philip Frohnmayer and keyboard with Dr. John
Murphy. She made her operatic debut with the New Orleans Opera under the direction of
George Manahan. She has been privileged to work with renowned conductors Larry Wyatt,
Paul Salamunovich, and David Davidson. She is a sought after vocalist and accompanies
several instrumental studios.

Sister Nancy Usselmann, FSP is a Daughter of St Paul and the Director of the

Pauline Center for Media Studies in Los Angeles, CA. She is a Media Literacy
Education Specialist with degrees in Communications Arts and a Masters in Theology
and the Arts from Fuller Theological Seminary. Sr. Nancy is a national speaker,
theologian, film reviewer and pop culture blogger for bemediamindful.org and catholicMom.com.
Her book entitled, A Sacred Look: Becoming Cultural Mystics is published by Wipf & Stock
Publishing. Sr. Nancy is also an adjunct professor of Theology and Film at John Paul the Great
University in Escondido, CA.

Ben Walther A youth and young adult minister and educator for over 15 years, Ben is

invested in the mission of the New Evangelization. After producing two albums as an
independent Christian musician, Ben joined the Oregon Catholic Press family and
released his album, "Make Your Home in Me," in 2013. It debuted at #12 on the iTunes
Christian charts. In June 2016, he released "Ablaze," again partnering with Catholic music
publisher OCP. A graduate of Franciscan University of Steubenville, Ohio, Ben is honored to
now serve the Walsh University community as the Director of Campus Ministry. He, his wife and
6 children live in North Canton, Ohio.
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Father Tom Bonacci, established the Institute for the Study of the Passion in 2011,
which probes the issues of religion and violence. Father Tom ministers at Christ the
King Passionist Retreat Center of Citrus Heights, CA.
Katherine Coolidge joined the Catherine of Siena Institute staff in 2014 after two

decades of parish ministry in various capacities. Prior to her days as a parish leader,
she was a junior high and high school mathematics teacher. She is a contributor to the
book Becoming a Parish of Intentional Disciples edited by Sherry Weddell and coauthored with Bobby Vidal Ananias Training: Travelling with Others the Discipleship Path. Her
responsibilities include working with Institute presenters and collaborators to help parish and
diocesan leaders develop and implement strategies and pathways for evangelization and disciple
-making. She possesses a Masters of Arts in Pastoral Studies from St. Joseph College of Maine.
On her off time, she enjoys quilting, gardening and hanging out with her husband, Michael, on
their 2.5 acres of heaven in Colorado Springs, Colorado.

Chris Donovan holds a Master of Theology (Th.M.) and a Post Master’s Certificate in

Spiritual Formation from Boston College School of Theology and Ministry. She received
her Masters of Theological Studies (M.T.S.) from Weston Jesuit School of Theology and is
an associate member of the Catholic Biblical Association. Chris received a BA in
Economics from Stonehill College in North Easton, MA. She is a frequent lecturer on Scripture
and Spirituality and is a Spiritual Companion and Thought Partner to Executives and
Professionals. Chris is an associate member of Carmel of Reno.

Dr. Mark Fischer has been Professor of Theology at St. John’s Seminary in the

Archdiocese of Los Angeles since 1990. He has published books on theology and on
church consultation. Searching the internet for pastoral councils apart from Wikipedia,
Google ranks Mark’s website, Pastoralcouncils.com, as number one.

Father Felix Just, S.J., serves as “Minister” of the Loyola House Jesuit Community in

San Francisco, California. After earning his Ph.D. in New Testament Studies from Yale
University, he taught at all three Jesuit universities in California. He conducts many adult
faith formation programs for parishes and dioceses and often leads biblically-based days
of prayer, parish missions, and spiritual retreats. He is a member of the editorial board for the
revision of the NAB New Testament. Fr. Just has produced seven audio-CD programs with Now
You Know Media and also maintains a large internationally-recognized website of “Catholic
Resources” (http://catholic-resources.org).

Anne Kertz-Kernion, is the owner/artist of Cards by Anne, founded in 1986. Her cards
are available online (cardsbyanne.com) and in hundreds of stores. She holds a masters
degree in theology, a BS in engineering, and is currently a graduate student in positive
psychology. Anne formerly taught college courses in Chemistry, Environmental Science,
Nutrition, World Religions and Ethics. Her book, "A Year of Spiritual Companionship" was
published by SkyLight Paths in 2016. Currently, Anne is a frequent lecturer and retreat leader,
presenting topics combining neuroscience, positive psychology, and spirituality. She has three
grown children and five grandchildren.

When: Saturday night from 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Where: Southern Pacific “CD”
Who:

For young adults ages 18-39

What:

$20 per person. Price includes light
appetizers and a drink ticket.
Lively conversation and engaging
talk with Jonathan Lewis

Registration for both of these events will open 30 minutes prior.

Ben Wather will be joining us for
this year’s event!
When:

Saturday night from 6:00-9:00 p.m.

Where: Cascade 3
Who:

For youth in 6th-12th grade

What:

$20 per person. Price includes food and a soft drink.

Session 1
1-01

Come Before Him Singing for Joy!

1:00-2:00 pm
Berta Sabrio

S/L

As educators, we “. . .are called to foster the joy of singing and making music. . .”(STL
#54) Join us as we discuss planning liturgies with children and connecting them to the
action of the Mass and the entire gathered assembly.
1-02

Neuroscience and Gratefulness: A Practice to Enhance Our Spirits, Our
Health, and Our Brains
Anne Kertz-Kernion

P/S

"This is the day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it." Psalm 118:24
Nurturing a grateful attitude every day, no matter what life throws at us, boosts our spiritual,
physical and psychological health. Practicing gratitude regularly can even change the
structure of our brains. Come explore the spiritual practices of grateful living, the
neuroscience behind them, and the many blessings these practices can bring to our churches
and communities.
1-03

“God is Light”: The First Letter of John during the Christmas Season
Father Felix Just, SJ

SS

The First Letter of John is read each year at most Masses throughout the Christmas
Season, from the Feast of St. John (Dec. 27) up to the Baptism of the Lord (Sunday, Jan.
7 to 13). This workshop will explore the main themes of this Letter, which proclaims that
“God is Light” (1 Jn 1:5) and “God is Love” (1 Jn 4:8). It also presents Jesus as the one
who reveals God’s light and love to us, and who commands us to “walk in the light” and to “love
one another.”
1-04

Christ, The Spirit of God and the Evolution of Self Understanding and
Faith
Chris Donovan

D, P/S

Is Christ simply the Resurrected Jesus? This presentation will explore the expansive and
universal meaning of Christ and the Spirit of God in Scripture. We will also explore
Scripture’s call to reflect upon our habits and ways of thinking and being that prevent our
transition to wholeness and life in the Spirit.

Keynote: 7:15 Nugget Ballroom 1 Father Dan Horan

“Christ Our Light Has Come, But Why? Renewing our Understanding
of the “Reason for the Season” The conference theme of “Christ our
light has come” invites us to reflect on the meaning of the Incarnation, of
God’s choice not only to be “God For Us,” but also “God With
Concert
Us” (Emmanuel) as the Word made flesh! This address takes the well5:45
known Christmas slogan “remember the reason for the season” as its
Nugget Ballroom 1 starting point and explores the question of why God became human in the
Curtis Stephan
first place. Fr. Dan will then unpack the significance that the answer we
give to this question has for our understanding of God, of ourselves, and
of our world. At a time when it can be difficult to see the light of Christ in
our communities and world, a renewed understanding of the Incarnation
offers us spiritual inspiration and hope.

Session 2
2-01

2:15-3:15 pm

On Us a Light Has Arisen!

Father Tom Bonacci

SS, P/S

We will reflect on and study Matthew 4: 12-17. Jesus has been formed by the powers of
Heaven and Earth in his birth, exile, baptism, temptation, and ascension into Galilee.
These verses are unique to Matthew as they define the person and work of Jesus who
comes into Galilee as “light shining in the darkness,” to use a verse from St. John.
Conditions in Galilee were oppressive as Jesus rises to the occasion to confront the powers of
greed, corruption, and expediency. His work provides the model for how we might be light in our
own time, place, and situation.
2-02

Making Disciples of Our Children: It Takes a Whole School!
Katherine Coolidge

MT

In today’s Church, our Catholic schools are called to be communities where students not
only master the academics for the next grade, but become disciples of Jesus. During this
talk, we will explore through stories and examples, ways that children become disciples
and how the whole school can support them in this process. We will also see how making
disciples of our children can help foster the domestic church as well.
2-03

Spiritual Accompaniment

Jonathan Lewis

D, P/S

Most of us are Catholic today because of the example and friendship of a role model or
mentor who accompanied us in our journey of faith. Recent Synod meetings and the
writings of Pope Francis have prioritized the importance of mentorship and spiritual
accompaniment, especially among people of different ages and generations. Mentors go
by many names: Godparents, sponsors, parents, grandparents, coaches, catechists, teachers,
etc. This talk seeks to discuss practical ways to unlock the Christian tradition of mentorship as a
personal and ecclesial calling across a diversity of ministry settings.
2-04

Living Virtuously Through Social Media

Sister Nancy Usselmann

M, P/S

Social media's use for information and self-expression can sometimes become an outlet
for angry rants, misinformation and indiscretion. Media mindfulness is built on the
foundation of critical inquiry, bringing one's values into conversation with the media
messages. But what do we really value? Are those values congruent with the virtues?
Virtues are habits of being that promote respect as the core of a happy life. How can we live the
good life within a digital culture?

Keynote: 7:15 Redwood 6 Dr. Hosffman Ospino
Liderazgo Cristiano y Ministerio
La Iglesia en los Estados Unidos por casi cinco años estuvo involucrada en el proceso del V
Encuentro Nacional de Pastoral Hispana/Latina. Ahora tenemos las conclusiones de este
proceso evangelizador y de creación de conciencia. Dialoguemos sobre algunos de los
resultados y compromisos centrales y exploremos cómo nos desafían en la pastoral de nuestras
comunidades y familias.

Session 3
3-01

10:00-11:15am

“Emmanuel, God is with Us”: Who is Jesus in the Gospel According to
Matthew?
Father Felix Just, SJ

SS

Excerpts from Matthew’s Gospel will be read at almost all Sunday Masses throughout
2020 (“Year A” in the Lectionary for Mass). This workshop will explore Matthew’s main
themes and emphases, what this Gospel teaches us about Jesus’ life (from his virginal
birth to his tragic death) and the highlights of his public ministry (his teachings and actions).
“Who do you say that I am?” is a question Jesus not only asked his first disciples, but one he still
asks us today. How can Matthew’s Gospel help us respond to this central question?
3-02

Forming Disciples for a Digital Age

Sister Nancy Usselmann

MT,
P/S

What does it mean to live our faith in this digital age and how do we help our young
people find that integration? What are the promises and challenges of today’s media
content and technologies? Through theological reflection and critical engagement with
the popular media culture, we can discover that intersecting point between faith and our
media experience. This workshop proposes a media mindfulness methodology that provides the
tools needed to navigate, discern, and enhance our media experiences while teaching others to
do the same.
3-03

Ministry with Young People

Jonathan Lewis

MT,
P/S

Over the past two years, through the Synod on Young People, the Faith, and Vocational
Discernment and the Apostolic Exhortation Christ is Alive, Pope Francis has asked the
Church to prioritize engaging and supporting young people in their journey of faith. Join
a member of the Synod as he shares his experiences from Rome as well as best
practices on how to strengthen our ministry with youth and young adults in the Diocese of Reno.
3-04 The Foolishness of Christianity

Father Dan Horan

M, P/S

In our contemporary age, Christianity seems like a sensible and straightforward religious
option among others. It is often viewed as compatible with the values and priorities of
our society, politics, cultures, and even military interests. And yet, the Gospel itself offers
a very different set of insights, challenges, and inspiration. This workshop explores the
radical foolishness of Christianity as a positive force for change and conversion in the face of
division, discrimination, and violence. Drawing on examples such as St. Francis of Assisi, Pope
Francis, and the twentieth-century writer, mystic, monk, and activist Thomas Merton, we will
reflect on ways to overcome our tendency to domesticate the Gospel and respond to a call to be
foolish according to the logic of the world.
3-05

Neuroscience and Well-Being: How Spirituality Affects Our DNA
Anne Kertz-Kernion

P/S

Our spiritual habits affect our physical and emotional health in a variety of ways. We
explore recent findings in neuroscience and psychology, showing how practices such as
Christian Meditation, Gratitude, and Compassion can slow aging in our cells, keep our
brains healthy and nimble, reduce stress, and bring more health and happiness into our
lives.

3-06

The Science Points to Life: The Medical Logic of Catholic Sexuality Part A
Dr. Gretchen Marsh

D

Criticism of the Church’s teaching on sexuality usually attacks it as being unscientific,
archaic, and against women. A family physician had the “lightbulb turned on” when she
really studied the science and said the only logical thing to do was enter the Catholic
Church and devote her practice to its teachings. In the first of a two-part presentation, get
up to speed on the basic science of the Church’s teaching with the backdrop of history, Theology
of the Body, and human physiology.
3-07

Sing to the Lord: Music on Mission

Curtis Stephan

P/S,
S/L

“A cry from deep within our being, music is a way for God to lead us to the realm of higher
things.” (STL, par 1) The song we sing is meant to engage our heart more fully into a
loving encounter with God that we may become the person that God created and called
into being.
3-08

The Mission of Parish Councils

Dr. Mark Fischer

MT,
P/S

Have you ever dreaded a parish council meeting? Truth is, they can be boring! How do we
fix that? Even if you have never yet served in this role, this workshop offers a strong
understanding of the threefold mission of the parish pastoral council. In a consultative
council, pastors invite councils to investigate a matter, reflect on it, and recommend their
conclusions. Meetings take on new significance when council members embrace this role, striving
to discern conclusions so wise and prudent that the pastor implements them.
3-09

Christ, The Spirit of God and the Evolution of Self Understanding and Faith
(Repeat 1-04)
Chris Donovan

D, P/S

Is Christ simply the Resurrected Jesus? This presentation will explore the expansive and
universal meaning of Christ and the Spirit of God in Scripture. We will also explore
Scripture’s call to reflect upon our habits and ways of thinking and being that prevent our
transition to wholeness and life in the Spirit.
3-10

Principios de un Discipulado Misionero

Dr. Hosffman Ospino

P/S,
MT

En este taller exploraremos varios principios claves que sostienen la vocación al
discipulado misionero a la luz de las Sagradas Escrituras y en particular del pontificado del
Papa Francisco. Partiremos de la convicción de que toda forma de discipulado misionero
es ante todo una actualización del llamado a la santidad que recibimos por medio del
Bautismo.

Session 4
4-01

1:00-2:15pm

Your are the Light of the World!

Father Tom Bonacci

SS,
P/S

Matthew presents Jesus as the Light of God’s presence dawning on the inhabitants of
Galilee. The deeds of compassion and his words of justice challenge those who dwell in
the darkness of injustice to see the light of a new day. This reflection, based on Matthew
5: 13-16 challenges faithful disciples to be true to themselves. The light within them is
destined to bless all those who suffer injustice and rejection.
4-02

Lay Ministry Formation and Leadership Participants ONLY
Sister Nancy Usselmann

This workshop is ONLY available for current and former participants in our Diocesan Lay Ministry
Formation and Leadership Program (2017-2020)
and those currently involved in Diaconate Formation.
4-03

Spiritual Accompaniment (Repeat of 2-03)

Jonathan Lewis

MT,
P/S

Most of us are Catholic today because of the example and friendship of a role model or
mentor who accompanied us in our journey of faith. Recent Synod meetings and the
writings of Pope Francis have prioritized the importance of mentorship and spiritual
accompaniment, especially among people of different ages and generations. Mentors go
by many names: Godparents, sponsors, parents, grandparents, coaches, catechists, etc. This talk
seeks to discuss practical ways to unlock the Christian tradition of mentorship as a personal and
ecclesial calling across a diversity of ministry settings.
4-04

Cantor 101

Berta Sabrio

MT,
S/L

The cantor is both a singer and a leader of congregational song. (STL #37) Together we
will examine the role of the cantor and learn ways to prepare our voices and spirits to
lead the assembly in sung prayer.
4-05

For Such a Time As This! Ananias to One Another

Katherine Coolidge

P/S,
MT

The current religious landscape looks pretty grim. Amongst the challenges is a message
of hope: each and every one of us was created for a time such as this! We will briefly
tour the current landscape and then talk about how each of us can be embedded “first
responders” of Jesus in our parishes, our homes, our families and our communities.

4-06

The Science Points to Life: The Medical Logic of Catholic Sexuality Part B
Dr. Gretchen Marsh

M, D

Medical advances of applied Catholic teaching on sexuality are even catching the
attention of Harvard Medical School and the CDC. In this second of a two-part
presentation, Dr. Marsh will draw upon actual patient cases to demonstrate the medical
superiority of a Catholic approach to family planning, women and men’s health, and
scientific investigation into human physiology.
4-07

Sing to the Lord: From performance to MINISTRY

Curtis Stephan

S/L,
P/S

How do we get our congregations to sing and come alive in faith? The answer is simple,
but the question is are we up to the task? Dare to move beyond the role of performer into
the dynamic life of a missionary disciple.
4-08

The Spirituality of Parish Councils

Dr. Mark Fischer

P/S,
MT

The bishop has entrusted the parish to the pastor. The pastor wants to be a good
shepherd, bringing his flock to green pastures and flowing waters. But what is the council’s
role in fulfilling the mission of the church? Even if you have never yet served in this role,
parish councils offers good advice to pastors to create a place of encounter with God. This
workshop discusses Christian spirituality as the way we assimilate the mission of Christ as Church
members responding to God’s word.
4-09

Call to Holiness

Ben Walther

D,
P/S

Pope Francis, taking a cue from the Second Vatican Council, has written to the Church,
imploring all members to answer the call to holiness. This call is not only for those in
religious life. In fact, Pope Francis urges lay people to take up the mission to holiness,
and in doing so, we will renew the Church! This workshop will include highlights from the
Apostolic Exhortation Gaudete Et Exultate.
4-10 Discípulos Misioneros en la Familia

Dr. Hosffman Ospino

D,
P/S

La gran mayoría de católicos vivimos nuestro discipulado misionero en el contexto familiar
o planeamos hacerlo de esta manera. Este segundo taller se acerca a la realidad de la
familia como iglesia doméstica, con atención particular a la realidad que define la
experiencia de la familia hispana en los Estados Unidos. Discerniremos cómo todos los
miembros de la familia están llamados a ser testigos de su fe en el contexto del hogar.

Session 5
5-01

3:00-4:15pm

God’s Call to Being Before Doing: Spirituality as Self Awareness and the
Conscious Presence of God
Chris Donovan

P/S,
SS

This presentation will explore the evolving images of the Presence and nearness of God in
Scripture. We will also explore the invitation to engage God’s presence as the source of
energy and vital connection for personal wholeness and inner peace.
5-02

“You are the Light of the World”: What is Christian Discipleship in Matthew’s
Gospel?
Father Felix Just, SJ

SS,
MT

Excerpts from the Gospel according to Matthew will be read at almost all Sunday Masses
throughout 2020 (“Year A” in the Lectionary for Mass). This workshop will explore what
Matthew’s Gospel says about the demands of discipleship, what Jesus teaches us about
how we must live our lives as “missionary disciples” of the Lord. How does Jesus, the great
interpreter of God’s law for humanity, exhort us to love God fully and to show that love in our daily
actions?
5-03

Sing a New Song?

Berta Sabrio

S/L,
MT

How do we bring meaning to the same texts and tunes each week? Do we really mean
what we sing? In this workshop we will look at familiar hymn texts and acclamations with
fresh eyes and hearts to help transform ourselves and those we serve.
5-04

Pope Francis and All God’s Creatures: A Challenge for the Global Church
Father Dan Horan

M, D

Pope Francis’ encyclical letter Laudato Si (“On Care for our Common Home”) marks one
of the most direct instances of magisterial teaching on the pressing issues of global
climate change and the ecological crises we face at the present moment. This workshop
explores the significance of the Church’s teaching on creation in terms of both the
challenge presented to us as modern followers of Christ to reconsider our outlook regarding our
place within the broader community of creation and the challenge to develop further what has
begun in this important and timely teaching as we move forward in faith.
5-05

The Neuroscience and Spirituality of Self-Compassion: Caring for Ourselves
to Care for Others
Anne Kertz-Kernion

P/S,
MT

Jesus' command "Love your neighbor as yourself" implies that we love ourselves. But do
we? Or are we harshly critical of our mistakes and imperfections? Our workshop will explore
recent findings in neuroscience and psychology, illuminating self-care and spiritual practices
that nurture gentleness, kindness and patience towards ourselves. Far from being selfcentered or selfish, these practices also generate deeper understanding of others, enhancing our
church and community relationships. Self-compassion also helps reduce stress and inflammation,
and slows aging in our cells and brains.

5-06 The Science of Life: Catholic Solutions to Infertility

Dr. Gretchen Marsh

D, M

Infertility is not a diagnosis but a sign of underlying disease. NaProTechnology, a
reproductive science aligned with Catholic teaching, seeks to diagnose and treat in order
to restore normal health and allow conception to occur naturally. This approach results in
healthier outcomes for all--men, women, and children. Contrast this with artificial
reproductive technologies such as IVF which creates artificial cycles and results in higher risk
pregnancies, 8 fetal wastages per 1 full term pregnancy, and 800,000 frozen human embryos.
The Catholic approach restores hope and preserves the dignity of those suffering with infertility.

5-07

Does Your RCIA Make Lifelong Disciples? It Can and It Should!
Katherine Coolidge
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Did you know? The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults calls us to make disciples! After a
brief tour of our current spiritual landscape and the spiritual development of individuals,
we will explore how, by using the Rite as our guide, we can not only make lifelong
disciples of those in RCIA but also evangelize and renew our parish communities!
5-08 The Spirituality of the Cross

Dr. Mark Fischer
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The ancient Greeks believed that suffering leads to wisdom. Christianity saw that we are
saved by the crucifixion of Jesus. This theological teaching, however, can be
misunderstood. In Christology, for example, it can lead to the questionable belief that the
Father demanded the death of the Son to pay the debt of human sinfulness, thus implying
that the Father willed the death of Jesus. A better understanding regards Jesus' death on the
cross as an act of faithfulness unto death in which every human being may participate. No one
can avoid suffering, but it may lead to wisdom when seen as an unavoidable part of the life that
God has given. We do not seek it out, but from it we experience that of which we otherwise would
be ignorant.
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Pray Together, Stay Together

Ben Walther
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Because we are seeing a rapid decline and breakdown of America's families, it is more
important than ever that families (especially parents and grandparents) are equipped with
the tools for a meaningful and life-giving rhythm of family prayer. We will explore timetested and out-of-the-box ways for families to pray together.
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Los Jóvenes y su Vocación a ser Discípulos Misioneros

Dr. Hosffman Ospino
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En este tercer taller exploraremos más de cerca varias de las realidades que definen la vida
diaria de los jóvenes hispanos en los Estados Unidos y dialogaremos qué pueden hacer
tanto los padres como el resto de la comunidad eclesial para apoyarles en su vocación a
ser discípulos misioneros, presente y futuro del catolicismo estadounidense.

